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Greetings

Tëna koutou. Ngä mihi nui kia koutou.

We wish you every blessing as you prepare for Christmas and the summer 

vacation.

A ‘Good to Great’ Year

We congratulate all our schools – we have seen many reports revealing that the strategic 

focus on moving from good to great has born much fruit. At the end of the year it is good 

to look back and see how much has been achieved for the wellbeing of students.

Christchurch Schools Continue to Shine

Those in Christchurch are particularly congratulated for the energy and optimism that 

they have drawn on all year, ensuring the education and wellbeing of students has 

continued to be of the highest level.

Ministerial Sector Group Papers Available

Minutes, signifi cant documents and research presented to the Ministerial Sector 

Group are now available on the Ministry of Education’s website 

 The material is worth reading and using.

Congratulations to Schools and Individuals

Craighead Diocesan School, Timaru: Zoe McClure was a winner in Telecom’s 

Amazing Ideas Search, which focused on how Ultra Fast Broadband will 

enhance our lives.

St Patrick’s College, Silverstream: Footballer Scott Basalaj was awarded 

Wellington Region Young Sportsman of the Year.

Sacred Heart College, Lower Hutt: Golfer Julianne Alvarez was awarded 

Wellington Region Young Sportswoman of the Year.

Columba College, Dunedin: Ellen Gipp was awarded 1st place in the Year 

12 category of the 2012 Young Writers in Europe International 

Competition. Claire McCorkindale was one of fi ve winners, nationally, of 

the 3 News and UNICEF NZ Young Reporters’ Competition. Violinist 

Laura Barton has been selected for the New Zealand Youth Orchestra. 

Holly Hanson, Julia Isoyama and Kim Schultz were prize winners at the 

2012 National Chinese Essay Competition. Meng Li has been awarded a 

Top 100 Certifi cate in the New Zealand Senior Mathematics 

Competition.

Villa Maria College, Christchurch: Catherine Kwak competed at the 

New Zealand Aria Competition and won the U16 New Zealand Aria 

Trophy.

Aquinas College, Tauranga: Daniel Hughes has been selected to attend 

the 2013 National Youth Science Forum being held in Canberra and 

hosted by the Australian National University.

John Paul College, Rotorua: At the National Young Designers Awards 

Breanna Banks was the winner for Intermediate Quilt Making, Louise 

Woolhouse won the Intermediate High Street Fashion category, Belinda 

Piesse won the Senior Evening Wear category and Angela O’Sullivan won 

the Senior High Street Fashion category.

“Only the unknown 

frightens people”

Saint-Exupéry 



"Can you hold on a sec? I think I just took another picture of my ear"

Resources from Kevin Treston

Senior Australian educator and consultant Kevin Treston 

has a range of resources available through Pleroma, 

. The following are all available 

either from Pleroma or direct from 

. His widely used DVD Eight Beliefs that Matter: Mission 

and Ethos in Catholic Schools; a new DVD Come and See, 

aimed at Religious Education teachers, personal faith 

development and parish groups. Books: What Matters Most: 

Nurturing Values for Catholic Schools; Walk Lightly Upon the 

Earth: Creation Spirituality for Daily Living; and A Modern 

Credo: Telling the Christ Story within the Context of Creation. 

A recent seminar by Kevin, Founded on Rock or Sand? 

Refl ections on leadership and the promotion of ethos and 

mission of Catholic schools, may be of interest to schools or 

diocesan offi ces wishing to bring Kevin to NZ for professional 

development. Notes on this seminar are available from NZCEO. 

The Need for Correct English – Worth Noting 

for Teachers and Students

There are signifi cant disadvantages for those who use incorrect 

spelling and grammar. British newspaper The Independent 

reports the head of an online graduate recruitment agency 

stating that the agency rejects one third of all job applications 

from graduates with good degrees from good universities, because 

errors in English in their CVs and covering letters show 

ignorance, carelessness and a bad attitude.

Caritas Christmas Gifts

Caritas has put out an updated Christmas Gifts catalogue. Prices 

(donations) range from $10 to $500. See  

for the catalogue, and to order gifts.

Christian Books Latest Information

 has just put out its latest newsletter. 

Visit the website to apply to be on the mailing list. Christian 

Books has top quality books and ebooks, immediate delivery, 

personal service, and excellent prices. 

The Catholic Institute 2013 Prospectus 

Available

The 2013 Catholic Institute Prospectus has just been published. 

It outlines tertiary courses available throughout the country by 

face to face and distance learning. There are brief Faith Updates, 

Certifi cates, Diplomas and Degree level courses. The courses are 

relevant to teachers in Catholic schools, and might be of interest 

to others as well. Go to  for further information, or 

to request a paper copy of the prospectus.

Congratulations

Perenise Tapu, McAuley High School, Auckland, has been 

awarded an ASG Education Programs Teaching Award.

Te Kotahitanga

The most recent document on Te Kotahitanga is available at 

. This report 

summarises the way in which schools that were involved in the 

project in 2007-2009 were able to continue signifi cant 

improvements in student education. Schools that fully 

implemented and sustained the programme in an integrated way 

have seen signifi cant improvements in outcomes for Mäori 

students. School leadership has been shown to be a vital 

component of effective implementation and sustainability of Te 

Kotahitanga.

Kia kaha, kia mäia, kia ü!
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